(1) School Guidance Counselor (Levels: PreK-8; 5-12)

    (a) Initial License.

       1. Master's degree with a major in counseling.

       2. Subject Matter Knowledge:

             1. Familiarity with the Curriculum Frameworks and their use in the advising responsibilities of the guidance counselor.

             2. Understanding and interpretation of Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) and other academic test results to students, teachers, and parents.

             3. Psychology of learning.

             4. Understanding of the diagnosis and treatment of learning and behavior disorders.

             5. Theories of normal and abnormal intellectual, social, and emotional development.

             6. Knowledge of strategies used for the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, physical and sexual abuse, the spectrum of mental illnesses, and violence in PreK-12 students.

             7. Philosophy, principles and practices in school guidance counseling.

             8. Federal, state, municipal, and school laws and regulations.

             9. Career counseling.

            10. Resources within the school system or the community for referral.

            11. Knowledge of statistics, research design, and research in guidance counseling.

            12. Group counseling and group leadership.

            13. Development of skills for consultation with parents, teachers, and administrators.

            14. College counseling and use of college and other post-secondary resource materials (grades 5-12).

       3. A practicum of 450 hours in an educational setting.

       4. Passing score on the Communication and Literacy Skills test.

    (b) Professional License.

       1. Possession of an Initial license.

       2. Three years of employment as a school guidance counselor.

       3. Completion of one of the following:

             1. A total of 60 credits of graduate coursework that may include credits earned in a master's degree program for the Initial license in a discipline appropriate to the license sought, which include but are not limited to school counseling, mental health counseling, school psychology, or clinical psychology.

             2. Achievement and maintenance of certification or licensure from one of the following:

                   1. National Board of Certified Counselors (NBCC).

                   2. National Board for School Counseling.

